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DCAN Newsletter - July 26
Community-led action to cut carbon emissions,

adapt to our changing climate and restore nature across Dorset

Bringing you the latest news and updates...

Editorial

The contradiction between present experience of climate chaos, and political
discourse on everything but climate has never been more glaring. Jonathan
Friedland in The Guardian drew very apt parallels with anti-woke, anti-net zero and
other distractions in the film ‘Don’t look up’.

Over the next two months, the Prime Minister will be working to strengthen his
legacy. The Net Zero plan has led to significant investments in the electricity grid,
offshore wind, solar power, Warmer Homes, Future Homes standards, Great British
Energy, Sustainable Farming Initiative and the decarbonisation of electricity
generation. But each of these has been watered down as the government has
backed down in the face of pressure from powerful business interests..

Several other important initiatives have been delayed. One example is the Circular
Economy Growth Plan. Now 6 months overdue, it is intended to reduce waste, cut

https://mailchi.mp/ea35cb5fd7ea/dorset-can-april-newsletter-10691614?e=[UNIQID]
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2026/jun/26/climate-sceptics-record-temperatures-heatwave-ed-miliband-net-zero


resource consumption, and tackle plastic pollution.  This would be a great
opportunity for Starmer to shore up his legacy.  More…

Amid a constant stream of bad news and broken climate records, it is easy to
overlook the progress that has been made. There are reasons for some optimism,
and it is important to recognise how far we have come as well as the challenges that
remain. A key challenge for campaigners is demonstrating to politicians that the
public supports ambitious climate action

The Great Big Dorset Hedge
Plenty going on this month. To get involved please visit the GBDH web pages.

https://greenallianceblog.org.uk/2026/06/22/if-keir-starmer-wants-to-secure-his-legacy-there-is-a-growth-plan-ready-and-waiting-for-him/
https://www.dorsetcan.org/hedge/volunteer


Dorset Greener Homes
We plan to run this again (the thirteenth year) in October. Are home batteries really
worth it? Do heat pumps make a lot of noise? How much money will my PV panels
save on my bills, and what is the payback time? How can I make my garden more
nature friendly?
Many of the homes can be visited throughout the year by appointment, but the
weekends of 17-18 and 24-25 October will be the best time to see them.
Have you worked on greening your home and are you willing to talk to people who
are beginning the journey? Then please email Sam

DCAN Community Energy Projects

https://www.dorsetcan.org/greener_homes/open-by-appointment-all-year-round
https://www.dorsetcan.org/greener_homes/open-by-appointment-all-year-round
mailto:dorsetgreenerhomes@gmail.com


Following the Peoples Emergency Briefings (PEB), a number of groups have come
to us looking for help to set up their own Community Energy Projects. As a result, we
have put together a short guide with information links and a few tips. Please also
come and talk to Giles Watts or Sam Wilberforce  if you would like to talk through
your ideas - even if at the very earliest stages.
In other news, the two community energy projects we are helping to run in Loders
(with Loders Community Energy) and North Dorchester (with Dorset Community
Energy) are both supported by the SouthWest net Zero Hub and are both
progressing well. The North Dorchester windfarm feasibility project (being
undertaken by Community Power Solutions from Bristol) has completed its first
phase which is a screening project to look at options for turbines to the North and
East of Dorchester. At least two feasible areas have been identified along with a few
smaller opportunity areas. These will be narrowed down and investigated further
over the coming months.

Carbon Brief has just launched Project Cosmos, a groundbreaking digital
database that maps the "universe" of climate science.
The Cosmos database contains more than 1.8 million unique publications linked by
40 million citation relationships. It represents the most complete and expansive
mapping of human knowledge on climate change ever assembled, tracking more
than a century of academic research.
It is the culmination of an intensive 18-month research and development project.
Carbon Brief constructed the platform with the expert guidance of a specialist team
of academics from the University of Exeter’s Centre for Climate Communication &
Data Science and the French Institute for Research in Computer Science and
Automation in Paris.
Visualised as an interactive “cosmos” (above) – a vast network graph in which each
publication appears as a “star” – the database reveals how different fields of climate
research relate to, and build upon, one another.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aN8GSpgvT1B9oN8jXV-sQSfddR5XNhPb/edit?usp=share_link&ouid=108207643058447922506&rtpof=true&sd=true
mailto:%20wattsgft@gmail.com
mailto:%20wattsgft@gmail.com
mailto:%20samwilberforce@gmail.com


To mark the launch, Carbon Brief’s journalists have carried out an initial bibliometric
analysis of the database to produce the “Cosmos 500” – rankings of the 500 most
cited publications, authors and institutions in climate science.
The rankings provide a unique new lens on the people, organisations and research
that have had the greatest influence on the development of climate knowledge.
Explore Project Cosmos

Peoples Emergency Briefing

Screening of the film are continuing all over Dorset Find a screening near you.
One example is at Thomas Hardye School in Dorchester on 13 July, with an
impressive panel of experts to question:
●     Edd Moore (Environmental Educator),
●     Laura Baldwin (Olympic Sailor)
●     Grant Stentiford (Chief Scientist at Cefas)
●     Holly Johnson (Senior Editor Vegan Food & Living)
●     Les and Julie Fry (Mayor and Mayoress of Dorchester)
If you know of anyone who hasn't seen it yet then this would be a good one to go to
and show support for the students who are organising it.   Tickets here
Also out last week was a new film  'How to Live on Earth' starring Benedict
Cumberbatch (see trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Be4Y2gJONSQ)
which sounds worth watching.

Dorset flood recovery and resilience programme

https://pdpwbj.clicks.mlsend.com/tl/cl/eyJ2Ijoie1wiYVwiOjI0OTYxNyxcImxcIjoxOTA5ODA2MzQ3OTYwOTkwNzMsXCJyXCI6MTkwOTgwNzQ5MTI2NTM0MjY1fSIsInMiOiIyNDYxOTA3NmVmZDNjMmRlIn0
https://www.nebriefing.org/screening-map
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/thethomashardyeschool/2227867
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Be4Y2gJONSQ


Dorset Council has launched a £9.25 million programme to repair damage and
strengthen resilience following significant flooding in winter 2025–26, including
funding for drainage clearance and targeted infrastructure works in affected areas.
The council plans to carry out detailed flood investigations and local reviews in
partnership with communities to understand causes, clarify responsibilities across
drainage systems, and identify practical measures to reduce future risk. Findings will
be published and used to prioritise further investment in recovery, road repairs,
drainage improvements and long-term flood prevention.
The flooding followed prolonged and intense rainfall, including Storm Chandra, with
 January 2026 recorded as the second wettest on record in the Wessex
area, leading to widespread disruption, property flooding, and a marked increase
in road damage and emergency callouts.            [SUSAC]

DCAN summer social outing - Saturday 18th July
We plan to go to Tumbledown Farm near Weymouth at 10:00, picnic on  the beach
(weather permitting) and then visit Laura Baldwin’s green home and garden on
Portland. All members of DCAN ( if you receive this newsletter you are a member)
are welcome to join us with your families for a relaxed  and freeday awayday. 
Please fill in this form with numbers and your postcode so we can help to arrange
lift  shares. Bring a picnic and usual beach equipment.

Dorset CAN AGM - Minutes and Recording

We held our AGM on Thursday 11th June - many thanks to all the members who
came along. The minutes of the meeting can be viewed here. Many thanks for Cllr
Andy Hadley of BCP who gave a presentation after the meeting.

A recording of the meeting and presentation can be viewed here.

Dates for your Diary
●     4 July Green Fair at the Arches, Blandford Forum
●     13 July PEB film at Thomas Hardye school
●     18 July DCAN summer social in Weymouth/Portland. Email us for details
●     21 July talk on recycling in Lyme Regis [TLG]
●     2 August Buckham fair, Beaminster.

https://www.weymouthtowncouncil.gov.uk/tumbledown/
https://www.dorsetcan.org/all_homes/east-weare-road-portland/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfqNNXs8r3QDR4DyR7VXDJybrpYfLc6nX0Gbvblbfudceol2A/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TpxVU2bVHP0up_T_RGTevBN4q8tLcixU/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=100851745150981254512&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FzS1jublL-3w&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cb22bb3a6c7324a07cf9308ded125047a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639178154064337198%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dffZxvI5NUSgp3l4aNxkl%2BDNuRfy5TbmfLYSY1%2BPImE%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FzS1jublL-3w&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cb22bb3a6c7324a07cf9308ded125047a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639178154064337198%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dffZxvI5NUSgp3l4aNxkl%2BDNuRfy5TbmfLYSY1%2BPImE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.facebook.com/blandfordtowmmuseum/photos/the-green-fair-at-the-arches-is-back-on-saturday-4th-july-with-free-entry-displa/1752033346185136/
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/thethomashardyeschool/2227867
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/thethomashardyeschool/2227867
mailto:%20dorsetcan@gmail.com
mailto:%20dorsetcan@gmail.com
https://www.turnlymegreen.co.uk/events/talk-hosted-by-turn-lyme-green-recycling-what-gets-recycled-and-where-does-it-go
https://www.turnlymegreen.co.uk/events/talk-hosted-by-turn-lyme-green-recycling-what-gets-recycled-and-where-does-it-go
https://buckhamfair.com/


●     19-20 Aug. Gillingham & Shaftesbury Agricultural Show, Motcombe Turnpike
●     17-18 and 24-25 October Dorset Greener Homes
●     13 November - Dorset Youth COP 26, Kingston Maurward
●     14 November  - Dorset COP26 climate conference Coastland College,

Kingston Maurward campus.

To help us with a small donation
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