
Working Better Together

DorsetCAN Open Event on 

Rivers



Water Framework Directive

RBMP
• River Basin Management Plan (South West)

Management 
Catchment

• Dorset (and Somerset South & West and Devon East) 

Operational 
Catchment

• Stour / Poole Harbour / West Dorset Rivers & Coastal Streams

Individual 
waterbodies

• e.g. Upper Brit, Mangerton, Asker

MTP
• Framework for the Environment Agency’s Medium Term Plan 



Water Framework Directive



Water Framework Directive
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Water Companies

OFWAT
• Regulated by the Water Services Regulation Authority

AMP
• 5-yearly Asset Management Plan with Price Review 

DWMP
• Drainage & Wastewater Management Plans

WRMP
• Water Resources Management Plan

SOIP
• Storm Overflow Improvement Plan



Consultation open ‘till 20th Feb



Catchment Based Approach

DSG
• Dorset Strategy Group

CPs

• River Stour / Poole Harbour / West Dorset Rivers & Coastal 
Streams

Partnership
• Wessex Water, Dorset Wildlife Trust and Dorset AONB

Funding

• Feeds into development of Medium Term Plan; Water 
Environment Improvement Fund; Dorset Wild Rivers



Dorset Wild Rivers



Other policy

Flood & Coastal 
Erosion Risk 
Management 

Flood Risk 
Management 

Plans 

Dorset 
Abstraction 
Licencing 
Strategy 

Lead Local 
Flood Authority 

Nitrate 
Vulnerable 

Zones 

Nitrogen 
Neutrality

SSSI / SAC 
management

Bathing Water 
quality



West Dorset Rivers & Coastal Streams



WDR &CS Issues Appraisal
River / Lake name Ecological condition Chemical condition

Little Sea Lake Moderate Fail

Swan Brook Poor Fail

River Wey Moderate Fail

River Bride Moderate Fail

River Asker Poor Fail

River Mangerton Good Fail

Upper River Brit Moderate Fail

River Simene Moderate Fail

Lower River Brit Good Fail

River Char Moderate Fail

Monkton Wyld Stream Moderate Fail



Community-led projects

River Asker River Char

• Over 70 people directly engaged with 
the project, including eight skilled citizen 
scientists

• 1.4km of habitat improvements.

• 3km of natural flood management 
covering the headwaters of the 
catchment.

• 15ha of improved land management and 
400m of new hedges for the benefit of 
the water environment.

• At least 700 hours of community effort 
plus school engagement.

• 12km of Himalayan balsam cleared

• Recent project launch

• Walks and talks

• 2 volunteer sessions, restoring 150m of 
river and clearing Himalayan balsam

• A further 700m of river restoration 
undertaken by contractors

• Advice to five farms plus online 
workshop

• Natural Flood Management at three 
locations in the headwaters



A summary

• It’s complicated…

• Lots of focus and effort to do the right thing by numerous 

organisations

• Often driven by national or regional priorities

• Important that local issues are recognised and addressed

• This may have to be done through community endeavour

• There’s lots of help out there…



Top Tips

The hardest thing is getting started.  But it doesn’t have to be:

– Find out what your Parish Council are doing (or have ambitions to 

do).  Offer to help…

– Get in touch with your local catchment partnership and find out what 

their plans are for your river.

– Seek out some data on the condition of your river: lots is available 

online.

– Work out what the issues are, and what needs to be done to tackle 

them.

– Ask for help to do all this…



Sources of data

• https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning

• https://environment.data.gov.uk/ecology/explorer/

• https://data.catchmentbasedapproach.org/pages/explore-

data

• https://explorer.geowessex.com/

• https://wessexwater.maps.arcgis.com/

• https://theriverstrust.org/sewage-map

https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning
https://environment.data.gov.uk/ecology/explorer/
https://data.catchmentbasedapproach.org/pages/explore-data
https://explorer.geowessex.com/
https://wessexwater.maps.arcgis.com/
https://theriverstrust.org/sewage-map


Organisations

• Dorset Wildlife Trust

• Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group

• Westcountry Rivers Trust

• Wessex Rivers Trust

• Catchment Based Approach

• Dorset Catchment Partnerships

• Somerset Catchment Partnerships

• East Devon Catchment Partnerships

• Wild Trout Trust

• River Restoration Centre

https://www.dorsetwildlifetrust.org.uk/what-we-do/wildlife-conservation/dorset-wild-rivers
https://www.fwagsw.org.uk/
https://wrt.org.uk/
https://www.wessexrt.org.uk/
https://catchmentbasedapproach.org/
https://www.dorsetcatchments.co.uk/
https://www.fwagsw.org.uk/somerset-catchment-partnership
https://www.eastdevonaonb.org.uk/our-work/projects/east-devon-catchment-partnership
https://www.wildtrout.org/content/wtt-publications
https://www.therrc.co.uk/
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